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REPORT. 


Gentlemen, 

The  approaching  Census  will  give  us  accurate  figures  for 
the  population  of  Harpenden.  In  the  meantime  I estimate  it 
as  having  been,  in  the  middle  of  1910,  about  6,400. 

I have  to  report  48  deaths  as  having  occurred  in  your 
district  during  the  past  year.  The  usual  corrections  bring  the 
number  to  50,  and  thus  give  a true  deathrate  of  7*8  per 
thousand.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  I remember.  The  average 
for  the  previous  ten  years  was  10-4  per  thousand. 

Zymotic  disease  was  responsible  for  two  deaths  only. 

90  births  have  been  registered,  giving  a birthrate  of  14  per 
thousand.  It  is  rather  interesting  to  note  that  ten  years  ago, 
with  a population  estimated  at  1780  less  than  at  present,  the 
number  of  births  was  12  more. 

The  mortality  of  infants  is  in  the  proportion  of  55  deaths 
to  every  thousand  born. 

Low  birthrates  and  low  deathrates  obtained  over  the 
Country  generally  last  year. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  only  disease  notified  was  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  there 
were  4 cases.  One  case  was  removed  to  Hospital  and  the 
others  were  nursed  at  home.  The  usual  disinfection  was 
carried  out. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. 

Innumerable  Conferences,  extending  over  a period  of  six 
years,  have  at  last  brought  within  sight  of  completion  a joint 
scheme  by  the  St.  Albans  Corporation,  the  St.  Albans  Rural 
District  Council,  and  this  Council,  for  the  isolation  in  hospital 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Smallpox. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  is  an  accomplished  fact.  The 
building  has  been  specially  designed  for  its  intended  purpose. 
It  is  situated  on  an  isolated  and  most  suitable  site  at  Cherry 
Tree  Farm.  It  is  partly  furnished  and  ready  for  patients,  who 
we  trust  will  be  long  in  coming.  A resident  caretaker  has 
been  appointed.  Part  of  his  remuneration  is  the  right  to 
cultivate  and  sell  the  produce  of  the  land  belonging  to  the 
hospital. 

The  Sisters’  Hospital  takes  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  only. 

On  the  Folly  Mead  Estate  adjoining,  the  Diphtheria  block 
will  shortly  be  built.  The  Local  Government  Board  has  sanc- 
tioned the  loan  ; the  plans  have  been  approved,  and  tenders 
invited. 

The  Committee  of  Management  of  these  buildings  is  called 
the  “ Sisters’  Joint  Hospital  Committee.”  It  consists  of  16 
members,  half  of  which  are  appointed  by  St.  Albans  City,  the 
other  half  by  St.  Albans  Rural  District  and  the  Harpenden 
Urban  District  in  accordance  with  their  respective  assessable 
values.  This  Council  is  represented  by  the  Chairman  and 
Vice-Chairman. 

Water  Supply. 

A sample  of  water  from  the  Harpenden  Company’s  mains 
was  submitted,  as  usual,  to  Professor  Kenwood  for  analysis, 
and  reported  upon  satisfactorily.  Practically  the  whole  district 
(the  exception  being  30  or  40  outlying  premises)  is  supplied  by 
this  water. 
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Under  this  heading  may  I point  out  the  danger  to  house- 
holders of  neglecting  to  have  their  cisterns  periodically  cleansed. 
The  Inspector  reports  that  he  finds  them,  especially  in  the 
larger  houses,  in  an  extremely  dirty  condition.  These  storage 
cisterns,  placed  as  they  are  in  the  roof,  or  in  an  attic  behind 
spare  furniture  and  lumber,  are  forgotten,  possibly  for  years, 
until  something  goes  wrong  and  brings  to  light  their  existence 
and  condition. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I gave  a short  account  of  the 
various  steps  that  up  to  that  time  had  been  taken  to  initiate  a 
Sewerage  system.  That  description  covered  the  period  from 
November  22,  1904  (the  date  of  the  County  Council  Inquiry)  to 
November  15,  1909,  when  a communication  was  received  from 
the  Lea  Conservancy  Board.  The  substance  of  this  communi- 
cation was,  “ that  having  regard  to  Section  91  of  the  Lea  Con- 
servancy Act  1878,  the  Board  had  no  power  to  consent  to  an 
effluent  pipe  being  taken  into  the  river.”  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  did  not  see  their  way  to  sanction  the  loan  until  the 
objection  of  the  Lea  Conservators  had  been  met.  Ultimately 
the  technical  difficulty  has  been  overcome  by  an  arrangement 
by  which  the  effluent  discharges  into  a pond  and  over  a weir 
on  to  a sloping  concrete  apron  before  entering  the  river. 

The  plans  having  been  amended  in  this  particular  it  was 
found  necessary  to  purchase  an  additional  quarter  of  an  acre 
over  which  in  the  original  scheme  an  easement  only  had  been 
provided  for. 

A contract  for  the  purchase  of  16  acres  of  land  has  been 
entered  into.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  the  loan  has  been  received.  The  con- 
veyance of  the  land  to  the  Council  has  also  been  completed. 

180  cesspools  have  been  emptied  as  against  240  in  the 
previous  year.  76  of  these  were  bottomed  and  178,000  gallons 
of  sewage  removed.  The  Council  pay  an  annual  rent  for  the 
right  of  discharging  cesspool  contents  on  two  plots  of  arable 
land — one  at  each  end  of  the  district. 
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Scavenging. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  same  contractor.  House  refuse 
is  removed  once  a week  from  the  majority  of  premises,  and 
deposited  in  the  Council’s  shoot  in  Grove  Road.  Very  few 
complaints  as  to  collection  have  been  received,  and  none  as  to 
deposit. 

Closet  pails  are  emptied  twice  a week.  Considering  the 
disagreable  nature  of  the  work,  complaints  are  few  and  are 
chieflv  of  neglect  to  empty,  and  not  of  nuisance.  The  contents 
of  pails  are  collected  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  in  the 
Council’s  iron  tumbler  carts,  and  are  deposited  on  the  contrac- 
tor’s land  and  ploughed  into  the  ground. 

Not  the  least  boon  of  the  Sewerage  system,  when  it  comes, 
will  be  the  abolition  of  the  necessity  for  this  unsavoury  work, 
which  is  equalled  in  loathsomeness  only  by  the  “ bottoming  ” 
of  cesspools. 

A great  improvement  to  the  roads  in  the  village  is  clearly 
perceptible  since  the  engagement  of  a man  with  a street-orderly 
truck  to  remove  horse  manure  at  once  instead  of  letting  it  be 
left  for  the  biweekly  or  weekly  sweeping.  The  nuisance  from 
horse  droppings  had  increased  concomitantly  with  the  use  of  a 
harder  material  for  the  roads  with  tar  spraying.  The  crust 
being  now  more  impervious,  the  manure  dries  quickly  and  is 
blown  about  in  the  form  of  fibre  into  open  doors  and  windows. 
Formerly  it  was  pressed  into  and  to  a great  extent  incorporated 
with  the  softer  road  metal. 

Premises  under  Supervision. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses.  The  Bakehouses 
(seven  in  number)  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  lime- 
washed.  An  improvement  has  been  observed  in  their  daily 
sweeping  and  cleansing.  Six  Cowhouses  have  been  inspected. 
The  structure  of  some  of  these  is  certainly  not  in  accordance 
with  modern  methods  of  building.  Wooden  walls,  old  brick 
paving,  innumerable  ledges  and  crannies  where  dirt  can  accu- 
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mulate  are  in  marked  contrast  to  the  smooth,  impervious  wall 
surfaces,  jointless  paving,  and  efficient  ventilation  of  the  ideal 
Cowhouse.  Yet,  in  spite  of  such  structural  disadvantages,  they 
may  be  said  to  be  fairly  well  kept.  There  are  only  four 
Slaughterhouses  now  in  the  district.  Periodical  cleansing 
and  limewhiting  has  been  carried  out.  All  the  premises  are 
supplied  by  water  from  the  Harpenden  Water  Company’s 
mains. 


Factory  & Workshops. 

These  have  been  inspected  to  insure  that  the  requirements 
of  the  Acts  and  Orders  have  been  complied  with.  Cleansing 
of  the  premises,  keeping  Sanitary  conveniences  in  good  order, 
and  two  slight  cases  of  overcrowding  were  the  principal  matters 
dealt  with.  His  Majesty’s  Inspector,  who  has  visited  these 
places,  has  again  found  it  unnecessary  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Local  Authority  to  any  Sanitary  defects. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

House-to-house  inspection  of  the  majority  of  the  small 
houses  in  the  district  has  been  made,  and  contravention  of  the 
Sanitary  laws  and  byelaw's  generally  remedied  by  the  owner  or 
occupier  on  the  verbal  report  of  the  Inspector.  In  cases  where 
the  required  work  has  not  been  effected  within  a reasonable 
time  a cautionary  or  Statutory  notice  from  the  Council  has  had 
the  desired  effect.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  necessary. 


Housing  & Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

This  new  Act,  and  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  by  virtue  of  its  provisions,  will  entail 
a large  amount  of  extra  work  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
has  been  appointed  the  Inspecting  Officer  under  the  Act. 

Periodical  inspections  have  to  be  made,  and  records  involv- 
ing considerable  detail  to  be  kept  in  a systematic  manner  for 
future  reference. 
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In  accordance  with  this  Act  six  old  cottages  on  Church 
Green  have  been  dealt  with.  Closing  orders  were  made  by  the 
Council  on  a report  by  the  Surveyor  and  myself  that  the  houses 
were  not  fit  for  human  habitation.  No  appeal  (as  allowed  by 
the  Act)  was  made  by  the  owner  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  An  application  to  the  Court  for  ejectment  orders,  after 
a prolonged  period  of  grace  given  by  the  Council,  was  made, 
and  the  premises  were  closed. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  tenants  should  have  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  get  other  cottages  at  the  same  low  rental 
of  2/-  and  2/6  per  week.  But  the  provision  of  such  dwellings 
must  be  reserved  for  private  philanthropy.  Even  with  the 
extended  period  of  80  years  allowed  for  the  repayment  of  loans 
at  the  minimum  rate  of  interest  charged  by  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners  for  Local  Loans  fund  loans,  the  Local 
Authority -cannot  provide  cottages  to  let  at  such  a rental. 

School  Inspection. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical 
Officer. 

Adoptive  Acts  & Bye-laws. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890  and  the 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1890,  Part  III.  are  both 
in  force  in  this  district. 

The  majority  of  the  Adoptive  Parts  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1907  are  now  in  force. 

The  byelaws  are  those  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Build- 
ings, Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Nuisances, 
and  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

I have  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  H.  Leverton, 
for  his  advice  and  assistance. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HUGH  FBASER,  M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 


March  7th,  1911. 


